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Current Trends 


The volume of new construction put in place during November increased at a faster 
pace than in the previous month. The Commerce Department said the value of new 
construction during November was $150.2 billion at a seasonally-adjusted annual rate, 
representing an increase of $3.5 billion...or 2 percent over October. Construction had 
climbed $400 million in October. 


The United States begins 1977 with an estimated population of 216,451,900 
. according to the Census Bureau. The figure is about 1.6 million higher than the estimate 
for January 1, 1976. The total includes the population of the 50 States, the District of 
Columbia, and the Armed Forces and Federal employees overseas and their dependents. The 
1.6 million net population gain for 1976 is lower than the 1.8 million increase in 
1975. ..but higher than the 1.5 million gain in 1974. The largest annual gain was 3.1 million 
registered during the baby boom year of 1956. The 1976 rate of increase was 0.7 percent. 
During the period 1947-1961, the annual rate ranged between 1.6 and 1.8 percent. The net 
gain was the result of about 3.1 million births...1.9 million deaths. .. and net immigration 
of about 300,000. 


* 
‘Red-Lining’ Exemptions Issued 


The Federal Reserve Board has granted limited exemptions from Federal redlining 
requirements to 4 States with standards similar to those of the Home Mortgage Disclosure 
Act. 


Exemptions for Illinois, Massachusetts, and New York are for all State-chartered 
banks and thrift institutions subject to the pertinent State laws or regulations. The Illinois 
statute applies only to counties with more than 100,000 population; the Fed exemption does 
not apply to counties with population of 100,000 or less. 


The exemption for the fourth State. . . California. . . affects only those State-chartered 
S&Ls subject to the State S&L regulatory agency. 


* 


New Housing Glossary Available 


A new edition of Mortgage Banking Terms...A Working Glossary... has been 
published by the Mortgage Bankers Association of America. It covers the language of housing 
finance. .. from A (AAA Tenant) to Z (Zoning Ordinance) and includes recent developments 
in the housing finance field...such as the GNMA futures market. More than 750 
terms. .. ranging from such everyday words as “mortgage” and “tenant” to more esoteric 
jargon as “estoppel letters’”’ and ‘“‘novation” are included. Definitions are given in simple, 
practical terms. 


The first edition. .. published last year. ..sold over 10,000 copies. The new edition 
may be purchased from MBA, Department of Education and Training, 1125 - 15th Street, 
N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005. Price is $5... with quantity discounts available. 





BOCA Announces Building Inspection Correspondence/In-Service Course 


BOCA International is conducting a comprehensive and detailed educational course 
for entry-level building inspectors. The course... Basic Code Enforcement: Building Inspec- 
tion... is the first in a series of code enforcement courses being developed by BOCA 
International, the Nation’s oldest association for practicing regulatory Code Enforcement 
professionals. The new course is designed for both correspondence study and in-service 
training programs. 


Prices of the course for individual correspondence study are $125 for BOCA members 
and $150 for nonmembers. Special arrangements will be made to use the course in-service 
area training programs or other area-wide administration purposes. Along with the Building 
Inspection course book. ..the course package also contains one copy of the BOCA Basic 
Building Code/1975 and one copy of the nationally recognized One and Two Family 
Dwelling Code, Second Edition, 1975. 


For further details, write Dorothy G. Packer-Fletcher, Director of Training and 
Education, BOCA International, 1313 East 60th Street, Chicago, Ilinois 60637. 


* 


lilinois Tenants Ineligible to Serve on Housing Authorities 


In Brown v. Kirk... the Mlinois Supreme Court ruled that public housing tenants are 
ineligible to serve as Housing Authority Commissioners because of the “potential conflict of 
interest” inherent in their status as tenants. The Court expressly adopted the same reasoning 
as the Connecticut Supreme Court in Housing Authority of the City of New Haven vy. 
Dorsey, 164 Conn. 247, 320 A.2d 820 414 U.S. 1043 (1973) used when it declared that 
tenants’ personal interests would always directly or indirectly be involved in a vote of the 
Housing Authority Commission ard therefore, tenants should be barred from serving as 
Commissioners. 


In Brown, a public housing tenant was appointed in 1972 to the position of 
Commissioner in East St. Louis. Another public housing tenant was currently serving as a 
Commissioner. While the appointment was pending approval by the Department of Local 
Government Affairs of the State of Illinois, The Attorney General of Illinois issued an 


opinion on September 6, 1973, 7 months after the Dorsey decision, that no tenant of a 
public housing project is eligible to serve as a Commissioner (Att. Gen. Op. File No. 
NO-612). As a result of the Attorney General’s opinion, the Director of Local Governmental 
Affairs refused to approve the appointment of the tenant commissioner and also determined 
that any tenant serving as a Commissioner should be discharged and replaced by a nontenant. 


This reverses a lower Court decision that permitted tenants to serve. 


> + ¢ 
New HUD Publication 


The influence of Rome on Washington, D.C.,...of Northern Ireland on Philadelphia 
...and of London on Savannah, Georgia... are a few of the interesting examples in a new 
HUD publication, The Influence of the Foreign Heritage on the American City. 


Produced by the Office of International Affairs, the 32-page booklet is illustrated 
with maps and sketches of American cities through the past 200 years. The booklet examines 
architecture and city planning in the United States from the earliest colonial settlements 
through the Twentieth Century. ..and how America put into practice and then contributed 
to the international urban experience. .. in an informative and readable manner. 


The Influence of the Foreign Heritage on the American City is available from the 
Superintendent of Documents, Washington, D.C. 20402, for 85 cents. There is a minimum 
charge of $1.00 for orders by mail. 





Special Residences for Handicapped Designed 


Small groups of handicapped persons...including the developmentally disabled 
... Will live in specially-designed neighborhood residences under a demonstration program 
announced by HUD. The developmentally disabled are persons with such afflictions as 
cerebral palsy, epilepsy, and mental retardation. 


The residences. ..designed with normal home settings... will be run by selected 
sponsors in a number of States. 


The chief aim of the demonstration is to gain needed experience in developing such 
small group homes. HUD will acquire information needed to write regulations under which 
such housing will be constructed in the future. The sponsors will be breaking new ground for 
others to follow, from the initial application process, through construction, and operation of 
the homes. 


Experience gained in constructing and living in the houses will be evaluated and 
reported by the National Association of Housing and Redevelopment Officials, according to 
the terms of a contract signed with HUD’s Office of Policy Development and Research. The 
contract calls for NAHRO to hold conferences with small group home sponsors, to guide 
them through the various program requirements, and to make available to them the latest 
HUD and Department of Health, Education and Welfare research findings. NAHRO also will 
produce written materials to guide future sponsors and to document the experience for HUD 
policy makers. 


Cost of the evaluation and demonstration portion of the program is $231,642.Total 
value of all construction and rehabilitation planned by the sponsors is estimated at more than 
$10 million. 


The sponsors will use a variety of HUD programs during the course of the 
demonstration. Direct loans for constructing or rehabilitating the houses will be provided 
through HUD’s Section 202 Program (direct loans for constructing housing for the elderly 
and handicapped). The Section 8 Rental Subsidy Program will be used to pay whatever 
portion of the disabled person’s rent exceeds 25 percent of his income. The evaluation of the 
trial program and development of all information materials and aids to sponsors will be 
funded through Section 815 of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974 
(special demonstrations for housing for the elderly and handicapped). 


* 


Virginia Now Covered by Crime Insurance 


Effective January 1, Virginia residents and businessmen became eligible to buy 
burglary and robbery insurance under the Federal Crime Insurance Program administered by 
HUD. 


The announcement was made jointly by Acting Federal Insurance Administrator J. 
Robert Hunter of HUD and Virginia Governor Mills Godwin. 


Following a review with the Governor and other officials, Mr. Hunter concluded 
Federal coverage should be offered because of evidence that some Virginia residents and 
businessmen were having difficulty in getting affordable crime insurance coverage from other 
sources. 


Federal policies can be purchased through any licensed Virginia property insurance 
agent or broker or the Servicing Company (Safety Management Institute). 


Federal crime insurance is currently available in Arkansas, Colorado, Connecticut, 
Delaware, District of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Kansas, Maryland, Massachusetts, 
Minnesota, Missouri, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, and 
Tennessee. . . along with Virginia. 





House Banking Committee Organizes for New Session 


The House Committee on Banking, Finance, and Urban Affairs has organized for the 
95th Congress, which began business on January 4. There are 47 members of the Committee 
this session. .. compared to 43 in the 94th Congress. 


Henry Reuss (D-Wisc.) will continue as chairman...and J. William Stanton (R-Pa.) 
becomes ranking minority member. There are 32 Democrats and 15 Republicans. 


Of the 32 Democrats...8 are new members: John J. Cavanaugh (Neb.). . . Wesley 
Watkins (Okla.)...James Mattox (Texas)... Douglas Bernard, Jr. (Ga.)...Edward W. 
Pattison (N.Y.)... Mary Rose Okar (Ohio)... Austin J. Murphy (Penn.)...and Bruce V. 
Vento (Minn.). 


The 15 Republicans on the Committee include 5 new members... James A.S. Leach 
(Iowa)... Newton I. Steers, Jr. (Md.)...Thomas B. Evans, Jr. (Del.)... Harold Caputo 
(N.Y.)...and Harold C. Hollenbeck (N.J.). 


The carryover Democrats are: Thomas L. Ashley (Ohio)... William S. Moorhead 
(Penn.)... Fernand J. St. Germain (R.I.)... Henry B. Gonzalez (Texas). .. Joseph G. Minish 
(N.J.)...Frank Annunzio (lIll.)...James M. Hanley (N.Y.)...Parren J. Mitchell 
(Md.)... Walter E. Fauntroy (D.C.)...Stephen L. Neal (N.C.)...Jerry M. Patterson 
(Calif.)...James J. Blanchard (Mich.)...Carroll Hubbard, Jr. (Ky.)...John J. LaFalce 
(N.Y.)...Gladys Noon Spellman (Md.)...Les Aucoin (Ore.)...Paul T. Tsongas (Mass.) 
... Butler Derrick (S.C.)... Mark W. Hannaford (Calif.). .. David W. Evans (Ind.). . . Clifford 
Alexander (Tenn.). .. Norman E. D’Amours (N.H.)... and Stanley N. Lundine (N.Y.). 


The Republican members who will continue to serve are: Garry Brown (Mich.) 
... Chalmers P. Wylie (Ohio)... John H. Rousselot (Calif.). .. Stewart B. McKinney (Conn.) 
... George V. Hansen (Idaho)...Henry J. Hyde (Ill.)... Richard Kelly (Fla.). .. Charles E. 
Grassley (Iowa)... and Millicent Fenwick (N.J.). 


At press time... the Senate had not yet made its Committee assignments. 
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